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I. WIELKOPOLSKA – 
   THE REGION OF SUCCESS

We invite you to invest!

On whole-Poland scale Wiel-

kopolska is a region of great 

economic potential ranking third,  

out of the 16 Polish voivodships, 

in terms of GDP per capita and 

boasting one of the lowest un-

empolyment ratio. The eco-

nomic potential of this region 

created over the past decades, 

such admirable qualities of its 

inhabitants as hard work and 

conscientiousness, as well as 

the long-sighted policy of the lo-

cal authorities bear now good fruit placing Wielkopolska at the top of the 

fastest developing regions of Poland.

The factor accelerating the social and economic development and 

sharpening the competitive edge is science. The scientific potential, 

strong and appreciated throughout Poland, is concentrated chiefly  

in Poznań – the capital of Wielkopolska. As an academic centre, Poznań 

ranks third in Poland, following only Warsaw and Kraków. The scien-

tific research conducted here in many domains is of the highest world  

standard and its results count domestically and abroad.

Wielkopolska bonds its future with innovativeness and competitive-

ness, consequently great pressure is placed on the development of IT 

and telecommunications technologies. Based on well-educated staff 

of scientific and research and development centres such advanced 

technologies are being developed as IT, car industry and highly spe-

cialized services. Wielkopolska’s potential is sufficient for it to be turned  

into a knowledge-based region. Creating conditions for modern de-

velopment in the region is necessary to make it more attractive for the 

economic EU partners, who are the main recipients of the commodities 

produced in Wielkopolska. Local companies have been successfully 

competing on the global market owing this primarily to the high quality 

of the goods offered. 
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Wielkopolska – the region of success

Both domestic and foreign investors see the region of Wielkopolska 

as one of the most attractive and its potential has been recognized by 

great multinational companies. The trust we have been bestowed with 

bore fruit already in the first six years of socio-economic transformations,  

when foreign companies invested in Wielkopolska over USD 8 billion – 

mainly in the production sector, services and trade. Ever more investors 

are coming to our door…

The economy of Wielkopolska is one of the most important areas 

of cooperation with foreign partners. The European Community inter-

regional projects are related primarily to supporting new forms of entre-

preneurship, implementing novelties and financing innovative projects. 

Some of them concern international cooperation of small- and medium-

size firms as well as the transfer of scientific knowledge into economy. 

The inhabitants of Wielkopolska are open to all forms of cooperation that 

proves conductive to the development of the region.

We invite you to Wielkopolska!

Leszek Wojtasiak

Deputy Marshal 

of the Wielkopolska Region
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How to use the investor’s guide?

The investor’s guide to Wielkopolska has been elaborated in the form  

of a guide enabling the user to get acquainted with and to find  

the information related to the investment process. 

The guide comprises of six separate parts, so that You can quickly find 

basic information concerning the issues you might be interested in –  

at every stage of the investment process. Each part includes sources 

for further and more detailed information, references to legal acts, web 

sites and institutions engaged in the investment processes.  

At the end of the elaboration there is a list of Internet web addresses 

where one can find the details and the updates of information in-

cluded in the guide. We have also prepared an address guidebook 

and a list of abbreviations. 

In order to reach the required subject at the end of the Guide there 

are the Contents. 

Wielkopolska – the region of success

Poznan University of Medical Sciences. Collegium Stomatologicum.
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1. Wielkopolska – the history, location, population, climate, infra-

structure

Basic data 

Capital city: Poznań 

Population: 3 403,2 thousand   

Surface: 29 826,51 km² 

Bigger cities in the region: Kalisz, Konin, Piła,  

 Ostrów Wielkopolski, Gniezno 

Unemployment rate: 8,4 % (October, 2009) 

Average gross remuneration   

(in the sector of enterprises): 3,004.79 PLN (October, 2009)

Historical and cultural profile

During the centuries the area of Wielkopolska has been changing. The 

high level of development of the region is undoubtedly connected with 

its history. During the annexations (18th – 20th centuries) the conquerors 

limited the rights of the Poles. They transformed the subjected territories 

into mother provinces of their countries which developed very poorly. 

Wielkopolska was included into the territory of Prussia (Germany). 

When after armed uprisings it turned out that regaining freedom is not  

possible, in Poznań the motto of the “organic work” and the fight with 

germanization on the field of economy were introduced. It bore fruit of  

a significant increase of the development level of Wielkopolska.  

As the result of the Wielkopolska Uprising in 1918, the independence 

was regained. After World War II significant areas of the Regained Terri-

tories were connected to Wielkopolska and for several years the voivod-

ship was the greatest area in Poland. Presently it is one of 16 voivod-

ships (regions) originated after the administrative reform in 1999.

The region is situated in the Western-Central Poland. As far as the ad-

ministration is concerned, the voivodship is divided into 35 districts and 

226 communes. Among 109 cities, Poznań is the biggest, having over 

550,000 inhabitants. 

Wielkopolska is under the influence of the oceanic masses of air affect-

ing its mild climate. The mean annual temperature is ca. 8.2 °C, towards 

the North falling to 7.6 °C, and on the Southern and Western verges 

reaching 8.5 °C. 

II. WIELKOPOLSKA –  
THE REGION OF BUSINESS
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Wielkopolska is characterized by an advantageous set of transport 

connections with other regions and countries. Several communication 

routes cross here: East – West A2 (Berlin – Moscow), North – South –  

the route Gdańsk – Poznań – Wrocław – Praga (CZ) and further to  

the South of Europe. 

The main railway junctions are: Poznań, Piła and Ostrów Wielko-

polski. Between Warsaw and Berlin, the trains run EuroCity, which  

ensure reaching Berlin from Poznań in the time shorter than three hours.  

This route was, as the first in Poland, adapted to the European system of 

high speed railways. Since 2007 it is possible to go from Poznań directly 

to e.g. Amsterdam.  

There is an international airport in Poznań – Ławica (POZ) with  

a modern passenger-goods terminal, providing convenient connec-

tions, among others with Rome, Frankfurt, Paris, Copenhagen, Dublin,  

Liverpool, London, Munich, Warsaw. The capacity of the airport  

is close to 1.5 million passengers annually.

2. The economy of the region

Wielkopolska is characterized by steady economic growth,  

a significant degree of industrialization, high technology level  

and openness to external markets. 

A significant impact on the economy has the Poznań International 

Fair (www.mtp.pl), organized for 80 years. 

Wielkopolska is an academic centre. In Poznań only, there are over 

140 thousand people studying in 26 colleges at over 150 fields of 

study. About 50 scientific-research institutions (including Polish 

Academy of Sciences) provide services for the commercialisation of 

innovations.

The region takes third position in the country in terms of investment of 

foreign capital (more than 8 billion U.S. dollars). It has the largest in Po-

land acreage of agricultural land and high quality of regional products. 

Among the 500 largest enterprises in Poland as many as 45  

companies are from Wielkopolska voivodship.  

In Wielkopolska the automotive sector developed strongly,  

the automotive cluster existing in the region, the presence of inves-

tors, i.e.: Volkswagen AG, MAN, Solaris Bus & Coach, Inter Groclin 

Auto, Bridgestone/Firestone. The region produces 7.3% of domestic 

car production, 40% of the domestic production of public service ve-

hicles and 80% of domestic production of trucks and road tractors. 

Wielkopolska – the region of business
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Priority lines of business are creative sectors, including design,  

as well as modern services BPO/SSC, technologically advanced 

manufacturing and research and development. The region runs 

the „Innovative Wielkopolska” program and many well-developed 

initiatives supporting the development of industrial design and in-

novation. 

Innovation leaders in Wielkopolska: 

• Solaris Bus & Coach (hybrid buses) 

• Research Centre of the DNA (genetic testing and DNA analyses) 

• Poznań Supercomputing Network Centre (advanced information  

 technologies, databases) 

• Microsoft Innovation Centre

The economic potential of Wielkopolska

Tab. 2.2.1.  Gross Domestic Product in 2007. Source: CSO.

GDP in Poland GDP in Wielkopolska

1,177 billion PLN 109 billion PLN

100% 9,3%

Tab. 2.2.2.  Gross Domestic Product per 1 inhabitant in 2007 (in PLN). Source: CSO. 

GDP per 1 inh. in Poland GDP per 1 inh. in Wielkopolska

30,873 PLN 32,266 PLN

100% 104,5%

GDP growth in Wielkopolska in the years 2004-2007 was 5.6%.
 
Tab. 2.2.3.  Gross Domestic Product according to sub-regions  
 of Wielkopolska in 2007 (in million PLN). Source: CSO. 

Subregion of GDP (million PLN)

Kalisz 15,736

Konin 15,134

Leszno 13,855

Piła 10,002

Poznań 19,195

City of Poznań 35,208

Wielkopolska – the region of business
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Draw 2.2.5.   
Types of activity in Poland and in Wielkopolska (% of value added gross). Source: CSO.
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Source: CSO.
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Wielkopolska – the region of business
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Tab. 2.2.8.  The population in the working and non-working age in Wielkopolska   
 according to sub-regions (in %). Source: CSO. 

Subregion of
Population

in pre-working age in working age in post-working age

Kalisz 21,2 63,8 15,0

Konin 21,6 64,0 14,4

Leszno 22,2 64,4 13,5

Piła 22,2 64,7 13,2

Poznań 21,7 66,0 12,3

City of Poznań 15,4 66,9 17,7
 

3. Investment trends, the biggest investors, examples  

of investments made

According to the Institute for Market Economics, Wielkopolska  

is at the forefront of the regions with the highest attractiveness of in-

vesting in the country. Investors show great interest due to the fact 

that Wielkopolska occupies third place – among the sixteen Polish 

voivodships – in terms of GDP per capita and has one of the lowest 

unemployment rates in the country.

The global economic crisis in 2008 proved the economic stability of 

Poland. The forward-looking policy of the authorities of Wielkopol-

ska and the commitment to local development bring effects, thanks 

to which we rank at the forefront of the fastest growing regions in  

the country. 

14

65 21

Wielkopolska – the region of business

Draw 2.2.7.   
Population in production and non-production age in Wielkopolska (in %) in 2007.
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In 2007, Fitch Ratings, the international rating agency, raised  

the national long-term rating for Wielkopolska from AA to AA+  

(in May 2009 this level was confirmed). The long-term prospect of 

the rating is stable. 

Investors in Wielkopolska are large international financial corpora-

tions, foreign global concerns and smaller local companies, for which 

the investment in our region is often the first attempt to emerge on the 

foreign market. They come from the following industries: 

• food industry (Kompania Piwowarska SA, Unilever Poland SA,  

Wrigley Poland Sp. z o.o., Nestle),

• pharmaceutical industry (GlaxoSmithKline),

• cosmetics industry (Nivea Polska SA),

• tobacco industry (Imperial Tobacco Polska SA),

• automotive industry (MAN, Volkswagen, Neoplan, Solaris Bus  

& Coach SA)

and investments in the sphere of finance, commerce and catering.

4. Poznań International Fair

Established in 1921, it is among the oldest fairs in Europe. PIF is  

at the heart of Poznań, close to numerous hotels, a railway station, 

bus station and about 4 km from the airport. It offers nearly 150 

thousand m2 of surface and 81 air-conditioned conference rooms. 

Every year on the area of PIF there are organized ca. 80 exhibitions 

for over 100 sectors of the economy. In 2008, fairs, conferences  

and congresses were visited by more than 500 thousand persons, 

the number of exhibitors exceeded 13 thousand, including about  

3 thousand foreign exhibitors from over 70 countries. All this makes 

Poznań one of the leading centres of business tourism, not only  

in Poland but also in Central and Eastern Europe.

More information on the official web site of the PIF:

www.mtp.pl

5. Life in Wielkopolska

Wielkopolska is a region in which every investor will find, what  

is needed for running a business and not only that. 

In Poznań only, there are 26 universities. They provide highly skilled 

employees. Students make up the city’s nightlife with its unforget-

table atmosphere. 

Wielkopolska – the region of business
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Wielkopolska is an attractive and eagerly visited tourist region.  

It is not possible to mention all the places here that are worth seeing.  

Admirers of the Middle Ages will certainly be willing to explore landmarks 

associated with the beginnings of the Polish State (Gniezno, Poznań 

Cathedral Island, Ostrów Lednicki Island). Wielkopolski National Park, 

several natural parks and a unique nature reserve „Morasko Meteor-

ite” will allow to relax in natural surroundings. Tourism in the region  

is constantly expanding and is the industry in which it is worth to invest. 

The best proof of this is the initiative of innovative tourism implemented  

in northern Wielkopolska (the „Great Loop” river route).

The culture in Wielkopolska stands for many international festivals 

(among others, „Malta” in Poznań), happenings, exhibitions in mu-

seums and galleries, picnics. Everyone can find something for him-

self, from a jazz concert in one of the clubs in Poznań through Kalisz 

„Theatre Meetings”, to Children’s Song and Dance Festival in Konin. 

Wielkopolska remains open for all those, who choose a healthy  

and active way of spending time.

 

Wielkopolska – the region of business

Kalisz. Wojciech Bogusławski Theatre.
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III. WHAT DOOR TO KNOCK ON

1. The territorial division. Self-government in Poland

The links of the self-government are: 

• communes  

• districts  

• voivodships  

The capital city of Wielkopolska, 

Poznań, is one of the largest cities  

in Poland.   

Sources for further information:  

www.poland.gov.pl 

2. Wielkopolska – self-government.  

Tasks carried out by: voivodship – district – commune

Voivodship (self-government of a voivodship) is a defined territory, 

and a regional self-governing community. 

The scope of the activity of the self-government of a voivodship does 

not affect the autonomy of a district and commune. The bodies of 

the voivodship self-government do not constitute the supervision  

or control to the district and a commune. Neither are they the bodies 

of a higher level in administrative proceedings. 

Self-government of the voivodship performs public tasks on its own 

behalf and on its own responsibility; it administers the property of  

the voivodship and carries its own financial management. 

Self-government of the voivodship constitutes acts of the local law to 

be obligatory at the territory of the voivodship. 

The development of the voivodship is defined by the development 

strategy, which includes, among others, the following aims: 

1. Stimulating economic activity, 

2. Improving competitiveness and innovation of the voivodship economy,

3. Preserving cultural and natural environment values, taking into  

account the needs of future generations,

4. Forming and maintaining spatial order. 

The self-government of the voivodship performs the tasks of a voivod-

ship character also, among others, in the sphere of: 

1. Culture and the protection of monuments and taking care of them,

2. Modernization of rural areas, 

3. Land development planning, 

4. Environment protection.  
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What door to knock on

The bodies of the self-government are the parliament [sejmik]  

and administration.  

A district is both a defined territory as well as a local self-government 

community. 

A district carries out public tasks specified by laws of a supra-com-

mune character, inter alia: 

1. Real estate management, 

2. Geodesy, cartography and cadastre, 

3. Architectural and construction administration,

4. Water management, 

5. Environmental protection and nature conservation. 

6. Ensuring the implementation of tasks and competencies of man-

agers of district staff, inspections and guards set out in laws.

The bodies of self-authorities of the district are the council and the man-

agement with a staroste.

A commune/a city

The scope of activities of a commune includes all public matters of 

local importance, not reserved by laws for other entities. The tasks 

of the commune are to meet the collective needs of the community.  

In particular the tasks of the commune include the issues of: 

1. Spatial order, real estate management, environmental protection 

and nature conservation as well as water management,

2. Municipal roads, streets, bridges, squares and traffic organization,

3. Waterworks and water supply, sewage systems, waste disposal 

and water treatment, maintenance of order and cleanliness  

and sanitary devices, dumps and municipal waste disposal, supply  

in electricity, heat and gas,

4. Physical culture and tourism, including recreational areas and sports 

facilities,

5. Markets and market halls. 

The bodies of a commune/a city are: 

The council of the commune/city.

Voigt, mayor or a president of the city. 

The activity of the authorities of a commune/district/voivodship  

is open, which means that citizens have the right to obtain infor-

mation, to access sessions, committee meetings, as well as have  

access to documents resulting from the exercise of public functions. 
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What door to knock on

Sources for further information: 

www.umww.pl 

The Commune Self-Government Act of 8th June 1990

The District Self-Government Act of 5th June 1998

The Voivodship Self-Government Act of 5th June 1998

Things we can arrange in specific offices

Given rather complex official procedures, described below, Wielko-

polska Investor Assistance Centre assists in cases requiring additio-

nal support.

Commune/City Hall – the tasks:

• Settling investments, 

• Spatial development plans,

• Land-use certificates,

• Map extracts and extracts from land development plans,

• Building conditions,

• Decisions concerning planning fees and betterment levies.

(These tasks can be performed for example by investment and spa-

tial planning department).

• Carrying out issues from the sphere of divisions and demarcations 

of real estates, 

• Carrying out issues from the sphere of real estate management.

(These tasks can be performed for example by the geodesy and real 

estate management department).

• Business activity.

(These tasks can be performed for example by an organization de-

partment).

• Support for companies,

• Economic information,

• Socio-economic analyses.

(These tasks can be performed for example by the post for pro-

moting entrepreneurship/promoting a commune).

• Taxes on real estate, agricultural, forest, from the means of transport,

• Fees and payments for perpetual use, betterment levies, planning 

fees, „rubbish” fee, fees for lease, rental and sale of municipal  

assets, for taking the road lane.

(These tasks can be performed for example by the tax and local fees 

department).
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What door to knock on

ONE COUNTER

Thanks to the rule of „one counter” an entrepreneur may start a busi-

ness activity in one place in an office. In order to start a business, 

one has to register the business activity, by submitting an appropriate 

completed application. 

District Office – tasks

• Managing a district geodetic and cartographic resources, includ-

ing the land and building register,

• Agreeing the location of the designed network of utility lines. 

In the District Office one should apply for an extract and an extract 

map from the land register specifying the status, the surface, loca-

tion, the class of a soil, a map (an extract) showing the shape of 

the plot.  

(These tasks can be performed for example by the geodesy, cartog-

raphy, cadastre and real estate management department).

• Issuing permits for construction, expansion, rebuilding of the con-

struction premises.

(These tasks can be performed for example by the architecture and 

building department).

The District Roads Board – the tasks

• District roads management,

• Issuing permits, including for the exits routes.

The board should agree on the possibility of road access from  

the property to a public road. 

Notice: as far as the access to a public road is concerned, the author-

ity responsible for dealing with all issues is: 

in the case of a commune road – the Municipal Office,

in the case of a district road – the District Roads Board,

in the case of a national road - General Directorate for National Roads 

and Motorways. 

District Inspectorate of Construction Supervision – the tasks

• Accepting documents related to the commencement of the invest-

ment process,

• Monitoring of the compliance and application of the construction law,

• Carrying out mandatory inspections of buildings,

• Accepting buildings for use.  
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What door to knock on

Sources for further information: 

www.umww.pl 

official web sites of cities, communes and offices. 

3. Supra-regional institutions

Polish Information and Foreign Investment Agency (PAIiIZ)

PAIiIZ is an institution to which investors may address if they want  

to operate on the Polish market. 

With the help of PAIiIZ an investor will receive all information 

about the administrative and legal procedures in the investment  

process, as well as on economic and legal environment of the planned  

investment. PAIiIZ helps in finding partners and suppliers, as well as  

to choose the location for investment. 

The task of PAIiIZ is to create a positive image of Poland in the world 

and to ensure the promotion of Polish products and services. 

To facilitate the handling of investors, a network of Regional Investor 

Assistance Centres (IAC) was created all over Poland. 

Wielkopolska IAC maintains a database concerning land, investment 

buildings and enterprises, so that an investor can easily reach the 

information on how to locate business in the region. IAC operates in  

a network of regional centres created by PAIiIZ. It cooperates  

with PAIiIZ at servicing large investment projects. Wielkopolska IAC 

carries out promotional activities to increase contacts with potential 

investors, and to build relationships with companies, which have al-

ready invested in Wielkopolska. 

Ministry of Economy

The mission of the Ministry of Economy is the creation of the best 

conditions in Europe for doing business. 

The priorities for the Ministry of Economy include: 

• promoting entrepreneurship, innovation and competitiveness,

• better legal regulations,

• partnership for economic development,

• activity in the international market. 

Sources for further information: 

www.mg.gov.pl

www.paiz.gov.pl
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IV. TEN STEPS OF AN INVESTOR

Stages of investment procedure

Step 1. Desk research

Desk research – the subject of the research are the analyses  

of market structure, volume and market quality research, market 

trends, characteristics of the legal regulations for a given line of busi-

ness, analyses of suppliers and customers, distribution channels  

and SWOT analysis; also the analyses of online communities are 

used, as well as the content of forums, blogs etc. 

Examples of sources of desk research: 

www.paiz.gov.pl, 

www.stat.gov.pl; 

www.mg.gov.pl, 

www.umww.pl,

www.warp.org.pl,

www.a2wielkopolska.pl 

as well as catalogues, publications – the offices of cities, communes 

and districts. 

Step 2. Looking for a place for investment

An investor sends queries to Investor Assistance Centres operating  

in Wielkopolska. There are several such institutions in the region. 

They are, among others,  

www.umww.pl

www.sgipw.wlkp.pl

www.warp.org.pl

www.poznan.pl

www.paiz.gov.pl

These institutions are designed to inform, to promote the region  

as well as to provide services to foreign entities interested in investing 

in Wielkopolska. 

Step 3. Setting up and registering the company

Foreign entities most often opt for the forms of a business activity 

such as: a limited liability company or a joint stock company. 

Other forms of activity are a limited liability partnership and partner-

ship limited by shares.

The company must be registered in the Commercial Division of the 

National Court Register. In 2009 „the principle of one counter” was 
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Ten steps of an investor

introduced, which means that companies do not need to submit  

additional statistical register.

A document certifying that the company is carrying out a business  

is an extract from the National Court Register, and a certificate confirm-

ing that the company was given a tax ID number, the so-called NIP. 

NIP (tax identification number) is assigned to each taxpayer by  

the head of the relevant tax office.

A set of the registration documents also includes the statistical 

number REGON, which an entrepreneur, who registers the company, 

is given automatically.

In accordance with the Article 13 of the Act of 2nd July 2004 on Free-

dom of Economic Activity (J. o L. 2004, No. 173, item 180) foreign 

persons from the Member States of the European Union, the Member 

States of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) may under-

take and conduct economic activities on the same terms as Polish 

citizens. 

For individuals doing business, a document certifying the registra-

tion of a company is the entry to the register of economic activities 

(run by the commune), a confirmation of the issue of tax ID number  

and REGON number. 

The Act also regulates the conditions for the establishment of branch-

es of foreign companies, which can be created on the basis of reci-

procity, if ratified international agreements do not provide otherwise. 

A branch can operate only in respect of the activity of a foreign en-

trepreneur, who establishes it. A branch should be entered into the 

National Court Register, together with the surname of an authorized 

person for that purpose. A branch shall keep separate accounts  

in Polish, in accordance with accounting regulations.

A representative office, on the other hand, enables carrying out of  

the activity only in the field of advertising and promotion of a foreign 

entrepreneur. The register of representative offices is run by the Minis-

ter of Economy. A representative office shall keep separate accounts  

in Polish, in accordance with accounting regulations.

More:

www.poznan.pl

www.powp.poznan.pl

www.stat.gov.pl

Step 4. The purchase of land 

The acquisition of real estate does not require obtaining licenses 
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Ten steps of an investor

for business entities established or domiciled in the European Eco-

nomic Area, if they are not agricultural or forestry properties. Every 

company, with is seat in the Republic of Poland, is considered to be  

an entrepreneur of the EU.

The other foreigners obtain the permission issued by the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs and Administration. 

The area of the property acquired by a foreigner in order to meet  

the necessities of life must not exceed 0.5 hectares.

The list of documents useful in the process of buying real estate:

a) extract and extract map from the land register – the office of  

the commune,

b) a document confirming the ownership – a copy of the land registry, 

notarial deed – District Court, Department of Land Registry,

c) an extract from the land development plan – the office of the com-

mune,

d) an access to a public road – the commune office, the relevant 

Board of Roads,

e) the value of the property – defined by the property appraiser,

f) the planning fee – charged by a voigt, a mayor or city president,

g) charges incurred by a Notary Public.

More:

www.poznan-staremiasto.sr.gov.pl

www.umww.pl

www.mswia.gov.pl

Step 5. The preparation of investment - permits

a) local land development plan. An investor has the right to inspect 

and study the local plan and to receive extracts and extract maps 

from which he learns about a possible way of building and land 

development. The issuing authority: council of the commune/city.

The Law of 27th March 2003 on planning and spatial development 

(Journal of Laws No. 80, item 717).

b) a copy of the land registry – the issuing authority – the District 

Court, Department of Land Registry;

c) conditions for construction.

An investor shall submit a suitable application for a decision on  

the conditions for construction to: 

• a voigt, a mayor or a president of the city, 

• a voivode – in relation to closed areas under the provisions  

  of the Building Law,
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• a voigt, a mayor or president, under their jurisdiction where  

  there is a greater part of the area of investment – in the case  

  of investment outside the territory of one municipality. 

The decision on the development conditions is necessary to ob-

tain a building permit for the premises, for which there is no current 

development plan.

d) building permit

The investor applies for a building permit if the following conditions 

are met: 

• if he submits an application during the validity of the decision on  

  the conditions for building and land development,

• if he makes a statement (under the penalty of criminal liability)  

  about the right he has to use the property for construction  

  purposes. 

A building permit may be issued following an investigation of  

the environmental impact assessment (Act of 27th April 2001 Envi-

ronmental Protection Law, Law of 7th July 1994 Construction Law).

The authority issuing building permits: staroste (city president). 

e) the initial provision of supply in the media – in order to do this  

an investor has to ensure the delivery of media reports to the office 

of the municipality/city, local media providers.

f) the access to public road – settling the possibility to access the 

public road – issuing bodies: the office of the commune, appropri-

ate Road Council.

g) The commencement of the construction works

An investor may commence the construction, if the construction 

manager is defined. The participants in the construction process, 

according to the law are: an investor, construction supervision 

inspector, designer, construction manager or works manager. 

Seven days before the construction begins, the governor (Dis-

trict Inspector of Building Control) and a designer (supervising  

the compliance of the construction with the project) must be in-

formed about the construction dates. In the inspectorate an inves-

tor gets a building log (an official document of the course of works, 

events and circumstances occurring in the course of the works).

Step 6. The construction of the seat/plant 

An investor can start the construction of the seat of the company or  

the plant on the basis of a building permit. Entrepreneurs may also 

enter into an agreement with the developer – before signing a contract 

Ten steps of an investor
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with the developer for construction of premises or a building, an inves-

tor should know the consequences of contractual clauses to reduce 

the risk of loss. The buyer should require the presentation of a recent 

extract from the land register of the property. The register is open.

Before beginning the construction process it is worth to check on  

the territory of the plot if there are no archaeological objects or sites.

Step 7. The recruitment of employees

An entrepreneur may use the services of several companies that deal 

with candidates and to conduct a substantive interview of those who 

meet the formal requirements for the position to be filled in. Recruit-

ment methods are tailored to the type of the company. 

There are also numerous web portals available that specialize  

in matching employees and employers. They can be found by typing 

the word „praca” in the Polish version of a popular search engine. 

Step 8. Providing employment for employees

The main document regulating the principles of work and relations 

between employers and employees is the Labour Code.

The Code provides for the following types of contracts of employ-

ment: contract for an indefinite period, the term contract, the contract 

for the duration of a specific job, and a contract for a replacement of 

an employee.

These contracts may be preceded by an agreement for a trial period, 

which is up to 3 months. The conclusion for the third time a fixed-term 

contract equals the contract for and indefinite time period.

One can also employ workers on the basis of the so-called civil con-

tracts such as work performance contract or a contract to perform 

a specific work. In the case of these contracts an employee is not  

in direct subordination of the employer, what allows for the freedom 

to perform the work. 

According to the Labour Code, the standard working hours are up 

to 8 hours per day and an average of 40 hours per week. Possi-

ble changes apply to work in the continuous process and working 

overtime to the limit of up to 150 hours a year for a given employee. 

Weekly working time, including overtime, may not exceed 48 hours 

in average in the adopted period. This restriction does not apply to 

employees managing the plant on behalf of an employer.

More:

www.poznan.uw.gov.pl                                                                                               

Ten steps of an investor
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www.europa.eu

www.wup.poznan.pl

Step 9. The telecommunications and informatics infrastructure

Documents required by the provider when connecting to the network:                                                                                  

• registration documents of the company,

• a document certifying the legal status and the seat of the company,                                                               

• a certification of the legal title to the premises in which the network 

terminal  will be installed,                                                                                             

• the original of an extract from the National Court Register,                                                                      

• in the case of a proxy – the power of authorization on the company 

letterhead paper.       

Major providers of the telecommunication services and the Internet:                                   

Telekomunikacja Polska SA, Netia SA, Orange, Plus GSM, ERA, Play 

• www.tp.pl

• www.netia.pl 

• www.orange.pl                                                                                      

• www.iplus.pl                                                                                           

• www.era.pl                                                                                         

• www.playmobile.pl

Step 10. Outsourcing  

An investor in Wielkopolska has the opportunity to benefit from many 

companies that perform outsourcing services: financial-accounting, 

IT, payroll and staff services or HR. These are both small compa-

nies, which more easily adapt to individual customer needs, as well 

as large global corporations, which by their authority guarantee  

the highest quality of the service.

More:

• www.wielkopolska-region.pl

• www.paiz.gov.pl

Post-investment servicing

Investor Assistance Centres help to identify suppliers and contrac-

tors, facilitate contacts with the central and local authorities (see sec-

tion Looking for a place for investment).

Ten steps of an investor
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1. Incentives for investors in Special Economic Zones

Sub-zones of Special Economic Zones located in Wielkopolska suc-

cessfully attract investors eligible for public assistance. 

The condition for receiving state aid for investment in a special eco-

nomic zone (or sub-SEZ) is to invest at least EUR 100,000. 

Entrepreneurs investing in the SEZ can benefit from reductions  

in income tax or reductions in the costs of employment. Public sup-

port depends on the location of an investment in a specific region.

In Wielkopolska the maximum regional aid intensity is 40% of the 

eligible investment costs. It can be increased by 10% for medium  

and 20% for small businesses. 

The public aid for large investment projects shall be calculated  

according to the following statement:

Eligible costs  
of investment Maximum level of public aid

for costs  
up to EUR 50 million

100% of the maximum intensity  
of regional aid (for Wielkopolska 
it is 40% of the eligible investment 
costs + 10% for medium-sized 
enterprises, or + 20% for small 
companies)

for some of the costs 
EUR 50 - 100 million

50% of the maximum intensity  
of regional aid

for some of the costs 
above EUR 100 million

34% of the maximum intensity  
of regional aid

 
Table 5.1.1.  The acceptable level of public support, depending on the size of the 
investment project (as of Dec. 2009).

The entrepreneur can also receive public aid for the creation of 

new jobs. All forms of public aid received accumulate and may 

not exceed the statutory threshold of public aid for a given region  

and a given size of the company (for Wielkopolska, as above:  

40% + 10% for middle-size or + 20% for small companies).  

For each of the special economic zones there are defined sectors 

for investment. The regulations are included in the Regulations of  

V. WIELKOPOLSKA – THE BEST PLACE 
FOR YOUR INVESTMENT
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the Council of Ministers available on the websites of each zone  

and on the websites of PAIiIZ.

A new definition of SMEs (small and medium-sized enterprises) can 

be found on the PAIiIZ website: www.paiz.gov.pl and the Polish Agen-

cy for Enterprise Development: www.parp.gov.pl. 

Information about the terms concerning investing in Special Econom-

ic Zones are updated on the PAIiIZ websites: www.paiz.gov.pl                                                                          

2. SEZ areas in Wielkopolska

In Wielkopolska there are located sub-zones of several Special Eco-

nomic Zones:

a) Kostrzyń-Słubice Special Economic 

 Zone SA (www.kssse.pl) –  

 sub-zones: Buk, Chodzież, Poznań, 

 Przemęt, Swarzędz, Nowy Tomyśl.

 The area of KSSEZ sub-zones 

 in Wielkopolska at the end 

 of 2009 amounted to more 

 than 210 hectares, of which 

 approximately 50% was under investments.

b) Łódź Special Economic Zone SA  

 (www.sse.lodz.pl) – sub-zones 

 Koło, Opatówek, Nowe Skal-

 mierzyce, Ostrzeszów, Przykona, 

 Słupca and Turek. The total 

 area of sub-zones of ŁSEZ 

 in Wielkopolska – 117 hectares, 

 of which at the end of 2009 the free 

 sites have been around 54 ha (2009).

Map 5.2.1.
Sub-zones  
of Kostrzyń-Słubice 
Special Economic  
Zone 

Map 5.2.2. 
Sub-zones of Łódź 
Special Economic  
Zone 

Chodzież

Swarzędz

Słupca

Opatówek
Ostrzeszów

Nw. Skalmierzyce

Przykona

Turek

Koło
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Przemęt

Nowy
Tomyśl

Poznań
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c) Słupsk Special Economic Zone 

 (www.sse.slupsk.pl) 

 – sub-zone Rogoźno (no free areas).

  Areas under the auspices 

  of the zone: in the commune 

  of Kwilcz and the commune 

  of Mieścisko there are over 

  18 hectares of land for investment.

d) Special Economic Zone for 

 Medium Business Inc., 

 Kamienna Góra  (www.ssemp.pl)

 –  sub-zones Ostrów Wielkopolski 

 and Odolanów – Raczyce.

 At the end of 2009, there was 

 more than 17 hectares of land free 

 for investment in both sub-zones.

e) Wałbrzych Special Economic Zone 

 „INVEST-PARK” Sp. z o.o.

 (www.invest-park.com.pl)

 – sub-zones Jarocin, Kalisz, 

 Kościan, Krotoszyn, Leszno, 

 Śrem, Września.

 The total area of sub-zones 

 of „INVEST-PARK” in Wielkopolska 

 was at the end of 2009 approximately 

 148 ha of which available for investment 

 were: ca. 55.5 hectares.

Information on land available in the Wielkopolska sub-zones of 

Special Economic Zones will be provided by self-governments on  

the territories of which the sub-zones are located.   

Map 5.2.3.
Sub-zones and 
areas under the auspices 
of the Słupsk Special 
Economic Zone

Map 5.2.4. 
Sub-zones  
of SEZ for  
Medium Business

Map 5.2.5. 
Sub-zones 
of the Wałbrzych 
SEZ „INVEST-PARK”

Rogoźno

Odolanów – Raczyce

Kalisz

Jarocin
Śrem

Kościan

Leszno

Krotoszyn

Ostrów Wlkp.

Września
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Mieścisko
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3. Industrial and investment parks

Centre for Logistics and Industry Investments Poznań (CLIP)

The industrial park, located in the territory of Swarzędz near Poznań, 

has been created by a private firm building logistical and industrial 

facilities for rent. CLIP offers investors the possibility of using tax re-

lieves thanks to the inclusion of its land to the Kostrzyń-Słubice Spe-

cial Economic Zone.

Companies: Volkswagen, VW Suppliers Park, Imperial Tobacco, 

Kompania Piwowarska, Norbert Dentressangle, Kraft Foods, Hilding, 

Unilever, DB Schenker, Transpol CI, CECA-Arkema, BSC Drukarnia 

Opakowań, and others.

www.clip-group.com

Grodzisk Industrial Zone

Very well located investment areas in an area of 35 hectares, situated 

in the western part of Wielkopolska, 25 km from the A2 motorway 

have been appreciated by many companies. The following compa-

nies located their investments there: Pago Sp. z o.o. (refrigeration 

plant), Ole SA (processing of mushrooms), Ampol-Serwis (building 

trade) and Szok (production of beverages).

www.grodzisk.wlkp.pl

Kalisz Business Incubator

Kalisz Business Incubator Foundation was founded in 1993. In Kalisz 

at Czestochowska Str. # 25, there was formed a business incubator, 

which owns buildings with an area of 5700 m2, operating success-

fully to this day. Since 2008, the project of the Technology Incuba-

tor is implemented there. Kalisz Business Incubator houses, among 

others: Regional ESF Centre operated by the Wielkopolska Agency 

for Enterprise Development Ltd., Enterprise Europe Network Point,  

a Consultation Point for Entrepreneurs; the companies include:  

Kenay AG, Research Centre for Innovation and Implementation,  

WINet, Designum Creation Studio. A strategic tenant is AIG Bank of 

Poland (call centre under construction).

www.kip.kalisz.pl

Nickel Technology Park Poznań located in Złotniki near Poznań  

is the first private technology park in Poland. NTPP has a surface of  

Wielkopolska –  
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33 ha of land for investment and offers companies the office space 

and warehouse facilities for rent. The Park promotes the develop-

ment of the biotechnology industry and IT in its area. NTPP also co-

operates with universities located in Poznań. For its activities it uses 

various funding sources, including European Union funds. NTPP also 

offers training, advice, information and promotion services, as well  

as business angels for companies operating in the Park, and external 

entities. The companies are: BCC, Siedmiomilowy, Exact Software, 

Magellan Software Polska, Heroal Polska, SN Biotech Technologies.

www.ntpp.pl

Panattoni Park Poznań and Robakowo

The company Panattoni Europe has located in Wielkopolska three 

distribution centres - Panattoni Park Poznań I, Panattoni Park Poznań 

II, and Panattoni Park Robakowo. The total area of all the parks is 

243,000 square meters. Panattoni Europe Parks are located in 

towns Gądki and Robakowo, approximately 15 km from the centre 

of Poznań, near the junction of the A2 motorway with an expressway 

S11. Among the tenants there are companies such as: H&M, Arvato, 

Carry, Henkel, Piotr i Paweł, Raben, Still and other. Panattoni Europe 

also constructs the premises created on a „build-to-suit” basis, for 

example, for pharmaceutical companies Farmacol and Torfarm. 

www.panattonieurope.com

Areas in the Commune of Tarnowo Podgórne

The investment areas in the commune of Tarnowo Podgórne, located 

near the border of the city of Poznań, is the most famous industrial 

area in the region. Many large investments have already been locat-

ed here, including those in the automotive industry (MAN, Kayser, 

Scania, Volvo), food industry (Strauss, Kraft Foods, Millano), logis-

tics (Prologis, Lidl, Schenker, Verhoeven), printing industry, and many 

others (Imperial Tobacco, Auchan, Grundfos, Buderus, Balma).  

The basic advantages of the commune is its favourable location  

(on the Berlin – Warsaw route, near the airport, at the construction 

of the Poznań Bypass S11), a stable fiscal policy and substantive 

support during the whole process of the investment. The commune 

still has many attractive, well-prepared investment sites – a full offer  

at the website www.tarnowo-podgorne.pl.

Wielkopolska –  
the best place for your investment
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Poznań Science and Technology Park

Poznań Science and Technology Park has existed since 1995  

and under his roof provides shelter to approximately 50 com-

panies, research institutions and organizations. Not only does  

it provide office space for them, but also advisory support, e.g.  

in accessing funding for the scientific-research activity, training,  

the use of laboratories and research services in the fields of chem-

istry and chemical technology, archaeology, computer science, 

physics, geology, and economic sciences. The InQbator operat-

ing at a Park was awarded a world prize of Best Science Based 

Incubator 2009. In the area next to PSTP a set of high technology 

incubators are being created. 

www.ppnt.poznan.pl

www.inqbator.pl

Poznań Technology and Industrial Park

PTIP is a new project, which already owns two completely refurbished 

office buildings in the C + standard. The complex will be comple-

mented by three new B-class premises, of which the construction 

of the first one will start in the spring of 2010. The whole premises 

will provide almost 17,000 m2 of high quality office space. There  

are also plans to integrate into the Park other properties (including 

post-industrial ones), which will offer to carry out activities in the pro-

duction and industrial sectors.

www.pptp.pl

ProLogis Park Poznań

ProLogis Park Poznań and ProLogis Park Poznań II are located about 

15 km West of the Centre of Poznań, opposite each other on both 

sides of the E30 road. ProLogis Park Poznań consists of four buildings 

(a total of 43,200 sq m of storage and office space) housing among 

others: Coca-Cola, Iron Mountain, Magna Automotive, Rhenus  

Contract Logistics, Swarzędz Meble, Schnellecke. ProLo-

gis Park Poznań II consists of seven buildings (a total space of 

121,000 sq m) housing a.o.: DHL, DSV, Flexlink, Fresenius, IBP 

Group, ITM Baza Poznańska, JAS FBG, Lekkerland, Lidl, Philip 

Morris, Rohlig Suus Logistics, Solid Logistics, Sopro, Torfarm, 

Univeg, Wincanton. Construction of ProLogis Park Poznań III 

(134 sq m) is planned at the A2 motorway, 6 km from Poznań. 

www.prologis.com 
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The I.D.E.A. Investment Zone, Leszno

Leszno offers to investors the land of the „greenfield” type with  

a total area of 40 hectares. Situated in the I.D.E.A. Investment Zone  near  

the national road No. 5 (Poznań – Wroclaw). The proposed areas are 

designed for the location of service buildings, production facilities, 

warehouses and stores, as well as commercial facilities with a sales 

surface of more than 2000 m2. In addition, the area of the Zone of 10.6 

hectares is a sub-zone of Wałbrzych SEZ „Invest Park”, which allows 

potential investors operating in the area, to obtain income tax relief.

In order to create favourable conditions for entrepreneurs to invest, 

Leszno carries out a project consisting in developments in the tech-

nical infrastructure in the area of the I.D.E.A. Zone within the Wielko-

polska Regional Operational Program. The planned completion of 

financing the realization of the project is the second quarter of 2012.

www.leszno.pl

The “Vasa” Investment Zone, Leszno

The „Vasa” Investment Zone in Leszno has been operating since 

1998, when as the result of the collaboration between the authori-

ties of the City of Leszno and companies from the Swedish group 

Bonnier, the first investments were started here. The zone occupies  

19 ha of land. The following companies located their businesses 

here: Euroline, Euro-Comfort, Frili Properties Polska, Wilka Polska 

and PHU Ruks.

www.leszno.pl 

www.vasa.pl

Gostyń Industrial Zone

The commune of Gostyń, located on the route of Jarocin – Leszno, 

has land in the Gostyń Industrial Zone in Czachorowo. 

There have already been given 19 hectares of land for investment 

and more plots are being prepared. As a target, the zone is to cover  

an area of almost 60 hectares.

The following companies, among others, invested in the zone: 

WIX Filtron (the manufacturer of automotive filters); Łagrom (refrig-

eration plant); Netbox (the producer of cardboard packaging, print-

ing house) and the manufacturer of solvents, polystyrene as well  

as an enterprise selling leather. Entrepreneurs investing in the Zone 

Wielkopolska –  
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are offered by the authorities of the commune the exemption from 

real estate tax for 5 years.

www.gostyn.pl

The Investment Zone of Turek

Turek, a town in the eastern part of Wielkopolska, on the Konin – Łódź 

route, 14 km from the motorway. The location of the Investment Zone 

of Turek is the eastern suburbs of the town of Turek lying in the im-

mediate vicinity of the „Adamów” Power Plant. Investors are provided 

with the access to technical infrastructure, the possibility to purchase 

the land for their ownership and substantive assistance. In the area 

there are a total land of 96 hectares, of which 26 hectares of land  

are included in an area of Łódź Special Economic Zone. The areas  

in the TIZ are divided into categories targeted at three groups of in-

vestors. One part of an area is designated for large enterprise busi-

nesses, the other two groups are sites for small and medium-sized 

business ventures. The advantages of the TIZ are as follows: access 

to electricity, heating, access to natural gas under high pressure, 

good public transport links of the land area to national roads, the in-

ternal communication system as well as the possibility of cooperation 

with companies located in the area.

Web address: www.miastoturek.pl

Śrem Investment Park – Sub-zone of WSEZ

Śrem is located approximately 30 km from Poznań. It offers to inves-

tors very well-prepared areas in the Śrem Investment Park – a sub-

zone of WSEZ, the eastern part of which was utilized by the com-

panies: PAC Sp. z o.o., BASF Polska Sp. z o.o., Elastgran, Recykl, 

Rekoplast and Modra. In the western ŚIP there are available 19 ha of 

land, of which 10 hectares are covered by the privileges of Wałbrzych 

Special Economic Zone “Invest-Park”.

www.srem.pl

Wielkopolska Logistic Centre

Located close to the A2 motorway near Konin. In the WLC the fol-

lowing companies have already invested: Kappa, Logit, Grene, Lite-

Licht. The lands are prepared not only for logistics companies, but 

also for the production companies, which have great needs in terms 

Wielkopolska –  
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of logistics. In the WCL area, investors can also benefit from legal 

services, advisory services, customs services, information, monitor-

ing and catering.

www.wcl.pl

4. Wielkopolska – the best place for Your investment

Entrepreneurs will find in Wielkopolska favourable conditions for 

locating their investments in over 3,000 hectares of land prepared  

in investment, of which approximately 500 hectares is located in sub-

zones of special economic zones.

Wielkopolska voivodship is building a system of investment promo-

tion on the basis of the Investor Assistance Centres, a constantly 

updated database of investment offers, the cooperation with cities  

Map 5.3.1. Zones and industrial and technological parks in Wielkopolska.
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and communes of the region and the Polish Information and Foreign 

Investment Agency.

The fundaments of this system are local self-governments (of cities 

and communes) which prepare the investment areas and collect in-

formation later on made available in an electronic database of invest-

ment offers.

The complete offer of the self-governments is a rich source of lands 

offered by the companies operating in the market of servicing real 

estate, also investment ones.

Traditionally high culture of employment in Wielkopolska is a guar-

antee of better results of enterprises located in the region, what  

is reflected in the economic data presented in the „Investor’s Guide 

– Wielkopolska”.

5. The Electronic Database of Investment Offers

As part of the Wielkopolska Regional Operational Program, the Of-

fice of the Marshal of the Wielkopolska Region has created a special-

ized database of information for entrepreneurs and investors, called 

„Electronic Database of Investment Offers in the Wielkopolska Re-

gion” (eBOI), which was created in cooperation with the Association 

of Wielkopolska Municipalities and Counties and local government 

units. The database available on the website www.eboi.umww.pl, 

supplemented by detailed information made available to registered 

users, and investors and self-governments, is the most effective 

means of promoting investment projects.



33

The Central Bank in Poland is the National Bank of Poland (NBP). 

NBP carries out tasks in accordance with: 

• The Constitution of the Republic of Poland,

• Act of the NBP,

• Banking Act. 

NBP is responsible for the stability of national currency, it also deve-

lops and implements a strategy for monetary policy and monetary 

policy guidelines. It ensures an adequate level of financial security 

of the state. 

Wielkopolska ratings indicate its good budget results, a great capa-

city for self-financing of investment spending, high liquidity and low 

debt, as well as good financial management. 

Sources for further information: 

www.nbp.pl

1. Public support

Public support is support for the company, when the following condi-

tions are met together: 

• It is granted by the State or comes from the state means,

• It is granted on terms more favourable than those offered on  

the market,

• It is selective in nature (i.e. favours a specific company/companies 

or the production of certain goods),

• Distorts or threatens to distort competition and affects trade be-

tween EU Member States. 

By 2013, the Government will support the development of small and 

medium-sized businesses and the creation of jobs. The instruments 

of public aid are defined in a document prepared by the Ministry of 

Economy „Guidelines on granting state aid in 2007-2013”. 

Sources for further information: 

www.parp.gov.pl 

www.mg.gov.pl 

www.mrr.gov.pl

2. Poland in the European Union. EU grants in the period 2007-2013

The accession of Poland to the European Union has led to new op-

portunities associated with financing projects and investments. 

VI. FINANCING – ADDITIONAL  
 DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
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Financing – additional  
development opportunities

European funds available for Poland in the financing period 

of 2007-2013 come from the European Regional Development  

Fund (ERDF), European Social Fund (ESF) and Cohesion Fund (CF). 

Sources for further information: 

www.warp.org.pl

www.mg.gov.pl 

www.mrr.gov.pl 

www.funduszeeuropejskie.gov.pl

3. How to reach for the EU funds. Helpful institutions.

Addresses of the first contact worth to recommend are the so-called 

Consultation points, a list of which can be found at:

www.pk-wielkopolska.pl

Run by business support institutions, they provide assistance and pro-

fessional advice on wider business development, and forms of support 

available, including EU grants.

In order to get financed for a specific project, one should refer to  

the Operational Program, whose theme is consistent with the aim of in-

vestment/enterprise/project. 

Operational Programs: 

• Infrastructure and Environment Operational Program – 

 co-financed by the  ERDF and CF;

• Innovative Economy Operational Program – 

 co-funded by the ERDF;

• Human Capital Operational Program – co-financed by the ESF;

• 16 Regional Programs – funded by the ERDF;

• Eastern Poland Development Program – financed by the ERDF;

• Technical Assistance Program – funded by the ERDF;

• European Territorial Cooperation Programs – funded by the ERDF.

Infrastructure and Environment Operational Program for the years 

2007-2013 (IE OP)

The program aims to increase the investment attractiveness of Po-

land and its regions through the development of technical infrastruc-

ture, while protecting the environment, health, and preserving cultural 

identity and developing territorial cohesion.
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The projects under IE OP must include in their coverage more than 

one voivodship. 

Human Capital Operational Program (HC OP)

The Human Capital Operational Program assumes the increase of 

the level of employment and of adaptive capacity of companies, their 

employees, the improvement of the level of education and the reduc-

tion of the areas of social exclusion. 

Under the program, one can pursue the so-called soft projects,  

including training, consulting, development programs. These actions 

are intended to affect the increase of competitiveness of the econo-

my based on knowledge and entrepreneurship. 

Innovative Economy Operational Program (IE OP)

The program for enterprises, business environment institutions  

and scientific units, which will implement the latest solutions for busi-

nesses. As part of the IE OP major projects can be implemented aim-

ing for the creation of appropriate conditions for the development of 

innovative enterprises. 

The purpose of the IE OP is a development of the Polish econo-

my based on innovative enterprises. Activities undertaken under  

the projects are to increase the innovativeness of firms, the com-

petitiveness of Polish science and its role in economic development. 

IE OP assumes the increase of the share of innovative products  

in the international market, the creation of sustainable and better job 

positions, greater use of ICT in the economy.

 

Rural Areas Development Program (RADP) for the years  

2007-2013

The program for farmers, agricultural manufacturers as well  

as rural communities and small towns. Grants are provided for, inter 

alia, the purchase of consultancy services, modernization of the farm, 

including the purchase of machinery and equipment, the introduction  

for products a quality label, protected geographical designations, 

appellation of origin for traditional specialties. 

The support is also provided for groups of agricultural producers, 

young farmers, agricultural manufacturers, as well as for advertising 

and information about produced food.

Financing – additional  
 development opportunities
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Regional Operational Program of Wielkopolska (ROPW)

The Operational Program at the regional level for Wielkopolska. 

It includes 7 priorities: 

Priority I. The competitiveness of enterprises

Priority II. Communications infrastructure

Priority III. Natural environment

Priority IV. The revitalization of problem areas

Priority V. Infrastructure for human capital

Priority VI. Tourism and cultural environment

Priority VII. Technical support

The institution managing ROPW is the Management Board of the Wiel-

kopolska Voivodship. 

For Priority III, „Natural Environment” the Intermediate Institution  

is the Voivodship Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Man-

agement in Poznań. 

In the Marshal’s Office one can obtain information on all the priori-

ties: RPOW information point, 61-846 Poznań, Strzelecka 49 (Victo-

ria Centre building), phone: 061 858 12 27, 061 858 12 37, e-mail:  

info.wrpo@wielkopolskie.pl 

Sources for further information: 

www.wrpo.wielkopolskie.pl  

www.funduszeeuropejskie.gov.pl  

4. Credits, loans, leasing - another source of funding  

Credit and loans are the most popular sources of financing in Poland. 

Although both of these concepts are a form of debt incurred, and often 

they are used interchangeably, these concepts differ from each other. 

A credit can only be obtained at banks, and this form of financing  

is specifically regulated by the Banking Act. For crediting purposes  

the Bank generally uses funds deposited by customers. 

Loan agreement is governed by the provisions of the Civil Code,  

and the money lent must be owned by the lender. Lending party may 

be a natural person.  

For both the credit and loans, the contract should be made in writing, 

although in the case of loans it may be concluded orally. 

Financing – additional  
development opportunities
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In addition, credit is granted for a limited period, while in the case of 

a loan it may be fixed or indefinite period. A credit is always repaid 

with interest. 

Credits 

Credits offered:      

Working capital credits – intended to finance current business of  

an enterprise, including the payment of remunerations to employees, 

or to purchase goods.  

Investment credits  – intended to cover expenses related to the fac-

tual measures of fixed assets, i.e. for example for the construction 

or expansion of production facilities, the purchase of the technology 

lines, machinery, equipment, licenses.

Mortgages – intended mostly to finance business activity of  

a company, such as the purchase, renovation and modernization of  

the building.  

Loans 

The second important source of financing economic activity. 

Examples of loan products: „Start Up” and „Standard” (Wielkopol-

ska Agency for Enterprise Development) are intended for small busi-

nesses and for people who want to start a business.

Loans can be either:

1. Revolving, intended for: the purchase of materials and supplies, 

the purchase of semi-finished products, products, the purchase of 

commercial goods, the purchase of services, including marketing 

and promotional activities.

2. Investing, intended for: the purchase of fixed assets constituents 

(including the purchase of the lease), the modernization of fixed 

assets owned, the repair of fixed assets constituents owned,  

the construction of fixed assets.

Legal regulations concerning loans are in the provisions of the Civil 

Code. 

Sources for further information: 

www.warp.org.pl 

Law of 29th August, 1997, Banking Law,

Law of 23rd April, 1964, The Civil Code. 

Financing – additional  
 development opportunities
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Leasing 

An alternative to a credit or a loan – and another possibility of finan-

cing, is leasing. 

Under the lease contract, one party – the financing one, gives  

(the depreciable assets): 

• fixed assets,

• intangible assets,

• lands,

to the other party – the beneficiary, into paid use or the use and be-

nefit from the use. 

There are two main types of leasing: financial leasing (in other words 

known as the capital leasing) and an operating leasing.  

Most often both specialized leasing companies as well as banks 

provide counselling, advice and comparisons to choose the most 

convenient ways of financing. 

Also a tax settlement depends on the terms of the lease contract. 

Please note that the leasing arrangements involve specific tax con-

sequences. 

Sources for further information:

www.mf.gov.pl

Financing – additional  
development opportunities
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1. Public tenders

Many sites offered for investment are owned by local governments. 

They are obliged to sell land by public tender. The rules of conducting  

the auctions are regulated by the Public Procurement Law (PPL)  

and the European Union directives.

These include, i.a., companies and public finance sector units,  

the orders fulfilled with the participation of the means, the award of 

which is governed by the PPL and some construction works contracts.  

Orders and competitions, the value of which exceeds the equiva-

lent of the threshold amount expressed in zloty, specified by PPL  

(EUR 14,000), are carried out according to procedures governed  

by the PPL. 

As of 1st January 2010 the Commission Regulation (EC)  

No. 1177/2009 of 30th November 2009 entered into force amending 

the Directives 2004/17/EC, 2004/18/EC and 2009/81/EC of the Eu-

ropean Parliament and Council in relation to thresholds applicable  

to procurement procedures. They apply, inter alia, for the procurement 

of entities operating in the water, energy, transport and postal services 

and public orders for construction works, supplies and services.

The Public Procurement Office deals with the coordination and con-

trol issues related to public procurement. The Euro exchange rate, 

according to which the value of the contracts is calculated, is being 

published on the website of the Office: www.uzp.gov.pl. The website 

is also available in English, which contains a working translation of 

Law on Public Procurement dated 29th January 2004, and basic in-

formation about public procurement system in Poland.

2. Residence permits

The basis for entering onto the territory of Poland of the EU, EEA citizens, 

their family members and citizens of countries with which Poland has 

signed the relevant bilateral agreements, is a passport or an ID card. For 

all other foreigners it is usually a valid passport, a visa and appropriate 

amount of financial resources.

For a stay longer than 3 months, the citizens of EU countries plus Nor-

way, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Switzerland must register their residen-

ce. If a member of their family is not a citizen of the above-mentioned 

countries, he/she is obliged to obtain a residence permit of EU citizen’s 

family member.

VII. WHAT ELSE IS GOOD TO KNOW?
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The terms of residence of EU citizens in Poland for more than 3 months 

are defined in the Act of 14th July 2006 concerning an entry into the ter-

ritory of the Republic of Poland, the stay and departure from the territory 

of citizens of the Member States of the European Union and their family 

members of a professional or family character – it is possible, among 

others, if they are employees or a self-employed persons in Poland.

Foreigners who are not EU citizens and who wish to stay in Poland 

longer than is allowed by granted visas, should apply for a residence 

permit. It can be obtained, i.a., if the stay is connected with „doing busi-

ness under the laws in force in the Republic of Poland, advantageous  

for the national economy, in particular, contributing to the growth of 

investment, technology transfer, introducing beneficial innovations or 

creating new job positions”. The types of permits and the procedures 

of granting them are defined by law, in particular, the Act of 13th June 

2003 about foreigners.

More information about the terms of stay of foreigners in Poland  

and residence permits can be found on the website of the Office  

for Foreigners: www.udsc.gov.pl (versions: Polish, English, Russian).

3. The tax system and the avoidance of double taxation

The tax system in Poland has evolved from the constitutional amend-

ment in 1989. At the moment, it is made of 11 direct and indirect taxes.

Direct taxes include: the corporate income tax (known as CIT),  

personal income tax (often referred to as PIT), real estate tax, tax  

on civil law transactions, tax on means of transport, inheritance  

and gift tax, agricultural tax, forest tax. Indirect taxes are Value Added 

Tax (VAT), excise tax and tax on games.

The principles of taxation of corporate tax are regulated by the Act of 

15th February 1992 on corporate income tax.

Currently there is one linear rate of the corporate income tax (CIT). 

It is 19%.

The rate for income from dividends and other income resulting  

from participation in the profits of legal persons is also 19%.

The second important tax is the personal income tax for which  

the two-stage scale tax applies. For the years 2009/2010 the first 

level is 18% of revenue (above the tax-free amount, i.e. PLN 3,091)  

to 85,528 PLN per year, and the second level is 32% (calculated  

from the excess above 85,528 PLN).

What else is good to know?
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Personal income tax relates to all the incomes of persons residing 

in the territory of the Republic of Poland, i.e., having the centre here 

for their personal or economic business (centre of life business)  

or residing on the territory of the Republic of Poland for more than  

183 days in the fiscal year.

Natural persons who do not have on the territory of the Republic of 

Poland the place of residence in that sense, are subject to tax only  

on income (revenue) obtained in Poland. 

Natural persons conducting an economic activity (registered in  

an office of the city or a commune) may choose the form of taxation – 

according to the above two-stage scale or a flat tax of 19%. 

For some professions, e.g. deriving the revenue from the copy-

right or related rights, the rights of inventive projects, trade marks  

and decorative designs, a lump-sum tax is introduced (in these 

cases it amounts to 20%). For income from interest on loans (if grant-

ing loans is not a business activity of a tax payer), from dividends  

and other revenues from the shares in the profits of legal persons 

or the income from the participation in capital funds, the lump-sum 

income tax is 19%.

The principles of taxation are regulated by the Law of 26th July 1991 

on personal income tax.

More on www.mf.gov.pl, where there is also information and legal 

acts concerning the rules for the avoidance of double taxation.

The real estate tax is set locally by the commune council, but it shall 

not exceed the rates established by the Minister of Finance, pur-

suant to the Act of 12th January 1991 on taxes and local charges.  

In the announcement of the Minister of Finance dated 3rd August 

2009 on the upper quota rates of taxes and local fees in 2010, the fol-

lowing upper limits for the real estate tax have been set (i.a.):

• the rate of tax on land related to business activity carried out can-

not exceed PLN 0.77 per 1 m2 of surface area per year,

• the rate of tax on buildings (or parts thereof) associated with run-

ning a business cannot exceed PLN 20.51 per 1 m2 of floor area 

per year.

The following are subject to taxation by Value Added Tax (VAT):

• chargeable supply of goods and chargeable supply of services,

• export and import of goods, 

• the purchase of goods for payment within the EC,

• the supply of goods within the EC.

What else is good to know?
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The basic rate of VAT is 22%; other applicable rates are 7%, 0%  

and 3%.

The basis for settlement of VAT are the rules of the Commu-

nity law (Council Directive 2006/112/EC of 28th November 2006)  

and the Polish law, including the Law of 11th March 2004 on VAT tax, 

with amendments and a dozen executive directives. Texts of legis-

lation acts can be found on the website of the Ministry of Finance  

www.mf.gov.pl.

4. Customs regulations

In terms of customs regulations in Poland, the Community law  

is in force, which is based on the Community Customs Code (Council 

Regulation No. 2913/92 of 12th October 1992, as amended).

The Act of 19th March 2004 - the Customs Law issued with executive 

acts, is of a complementary nature.

For goods transported within the Community the duty does not ap-

ply, but for goods from other countries the Common Customs Tariff 

(TARIC) applies.

It is available, inter alia, in the Tariff Viewer, which is in Polish, Eng-

lish, French and German and contains both the EU data, which come 

from the TARIC system as well as Polish data on VAT, excise duty  

and a number of national non-tariff measures.

Tariff Information address: isztar.mf.gov.pl

5. Other issues

a/ work permit

The obligation to hold a work permit in Poland does not apply  

to the citizens of EEA countries and Switzerland and their family 

members, individuals authorized to settle, foreign language teach-

ers in institutions of education, regular correspondents of foreign 

media; persons performing work as research workers in the enti-

ties referred to in the provisions of the R & D units; foreigners who 

are graduates of Polish secondary schools, stationary higher 

education or doctoral studies; persons conducting training, par-

ticipating in professional internships, acting in an advisory, super-

visory or expert in the programs implemented in the framework  

of the European Union or other international aid programs. How-

What else is good to know?
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ever, for these individuals a visa with a permit to work may be re-

quired. 

A work permit is issued by the voivode at the request of the employ-

er. It is issued for a specified period of time, a maximum of 3 years  

(5 years for a foreigner acting as a member of the management 

board in a company employing over 25 people). The remuneration 

of a foreigner may not be lower than the remuneration of a Polish  

employee on a similar position. It is also verified whether the employ-

er’s staffing needs cannot be met by employing the unemployed  

and job seekers.

b/ social security system

The compulsory social security of employees in Poland includes:

• pension insurance,

• retirement annuity,

• health insurance,

• accident insurance.

Voluntary social insurance in the scope of retirement and pension 

is entitled to e.g. Polish citizens performing work abroad in foreign 

entities, and to Polish citizens performing the work in foreign enti-

ties on the territory of the Republic of Poland, if these entities do not 

have their headquarters nor representation in Poland.

The basis of contributions to social insurance of employees is the in-

come as regulated by the provisions of the personal income tax.

In the case of contractors the basis is the declared amount, which 

may not be lower than the minimum remuneration.

The percentage rates of contributions at the end of 2009 are:

• for the premium for pension insurance: 19.53% of the assess-

ment basis,

• for the premium for retirement annuity: 6.00% of the assess-

ment basis,

• for the premium for health insurance: 2.45% of the assessment 

basis,

• for the premium for accident insurance – depending on the work 

performed from 0.67 to 3.60% of the premium assessment basis.

The premiums are partly deducted from an employee’s remunera-

tion, and partly paid by an employer.

The collection of social security premiums is the task of the Social 

Insurance Institution (ZUS).

Web address: www.zus.pl (also in an English and German version).

What else is good to know?
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URZĄD MARSZAŁKOWSKI WOJEWÓDZTWA WIELKOPOLSKIEGO

[MARSHAL  OFFICE OF THE WIELKOPOLSKA REGION]

Al. Niepodległości 18, 61-713 Poznań 

+48 61 854 17 99

www.umww.pl

PUNKT INFORMACYJNY FUNDUSZY EUROPEJSKICH W POZNANIU

[INFORMATION POINT OF EUROPEAN FUNDS IN POZNAŃ]

Urząd Marszałkowski Województwa Wielkopolskiego

[Marchal Office of the Wielkopolska Region] 

ul. Strzelecka 49 (Victoria Center building)

61-846 Poznań

+48 61 858 12 27

www.umww.pl

MINISTERSTWO GOSPODARKI [MINISTRY OF ECONOMY]

pl. Trzech Krzyży 3/5, 00-535 Warszawa 

+48 22 693 50 00

www.mg.gov.pl 

POLSKA AGENCJA INFORMACJI I INWESTYCJI ZAGRANICZNYCH SA 

[POLISH INFORMATION AND FOREIGN INVESTMENT AGENCY]

ul. Bagatela 12, 00-585 Warszawa 

+48 22 334 98 00

www.paiz.gov.pl

POLSKA AGENCJA ROZWOJU PRZEDSIĘBIORCZOŚCI 

[POLISH AGENCY FOR ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT]

ul. Pańska 81/83, 00-834 Warszawa 

+48 22 432 80 80

www.parp.gov.pl

WIELKOPOLSKA AGENCJA ROZWOJU PRZEDSIĘBIORCZOŚCI SP. Z O.O. 

[WIELKOPOLSKA AGENCY FOR ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT]

ul. Piekary 19, 61-823 Poznań

+48 61 65 63 500

www.warp.org.pl

VIII. ADDRESS GUIDE
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STOWARZYSZENIE GMIN I POWIATÓW WIELKOPOLSKI

[THE ASSOCIATION OF WIELKOPOLSKA MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTIES]

Investor Assistance Center

al. Niepodległości 16/18, 61- 713 Poznań

+48 61 85 41 973

www.sgipw.wlkp.pl

MIĘDZYNARODOWE TARGI POZNAŃSKIE

[POZNAŃ INTERNATIONAL FAIR]

ul. Głogowska 14, 60-734 Poznań

+48 61 86 92 000

www.mtp.pl

GŁÓWNY URZĄD STATYSTYCZNY

[CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE]

Al. Niepodległości 208, 00-925 Warszawa

+48 22 60 83 000

www.stat.gov.pl

ZAKŁAD UBEZPIECZEŃ SPOŁECZNYCH

[SOCIAL INSURANCE COMPANY]

Centrala Zakładu Ubezpieczeń Społecznych

ul. Szamocka 3, 5, 01-748 Warszawa

+48 22 667 10 00 

www.zus.pl

MINISTERSTWO FINANSÓW

[MINISTRY OF FINANCE]

ul.Świętokrzyska 12, 00-916 Warszawa

+48 22 69 45 555

www.mf.gov.pl

KRAJOWY REJESTR SĄDOWY

[NATIONAL COURT REGISTER]

Ministerstwo Sprawiedliwości [Ministry of Justice]

Departament Informatyzacji i Rejestrów Sądowych

ul. Czerniakowska 100, 00-454 Warszawa

+48 22 39 76 515

www.ms.gov.pl

Address guide
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The information included in the “Investor’s Guide – Wielkopol-

ska” are the tips to help in the investment process. The authors  

of the Guidebook have made every effort to present accurate and 

current information, but they are not sources of law or references  

to specific companies and may change in the course of using the alre-

ady printed Guidebook. We recommend that you examine all aspects 

of the planned investment, in particular the legal ones, referring  

to the source documents and experts, as well as to legal advisors.

Mahle Polska company in Krotoszyn.

Address guide

POWIATOWY INSPEKTORAT NADZORU BUDOWLANEGO  

DLA WOJEWÓDZTWA WIELKOPOLSKIEGO

[DISTRICT INSPECTORATE FOR CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISION  

OF THE VOIVODSHIP OF WIELKOPOLSKA]

al. Niepodległości 16/18, 61-713 Poznań 

+48 61 854 11 54

www.pinb.poznan.pl

URZĄD ZAMÓWIEŃ PUBLICZNYCH [PUBLIC PROCUREMENT OFFICE]

ul. Postępu 17a, 02-676 Warszawa 

+48 22 45 87 840

www.uzp.gov.pl

URZĄD DO SPRAW CUDZOZIEMCÓW [OFFICE FOR FOREIGNERS]

ul. Koszykowa 16, 00-564 Warszawa

+48 22 60 17 402

www.udsc.gov.pl
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Part II – Wielkopolska – the region of business

www.wielkopolska-region.pl

www.turystyka-wielkopolska.pl

www.poznan.pl

www.stat.gov.pl

www.umww.pl

www.epoznan.pl

www.airport-poznan.com.pl

www.wielkopolska.com.pl

www.stat.gov.pl/urzedy/poznan/

www.airport-poznan.com.pl

www.paiz.gov.pl

www.sgipw.wlkp.pl

www.mtp.pl

Part III – What door to knock on?

www.poland.gov.pl 

www.isap.sejm.gov.pl

www.umww.pl

bip.city.poznan.pl 

www.dopiewo.pl 

www.pobiedziska.pl 

www.paiz.gov.pl 

www.mg.gov.pl 

Part IV – Ten steps of an investor

www.mg.gov.pl

www.paiz.gov.pl 

winb.poznan.bip-i.pl

www.ms.gov.pl

Part V – Wielkopolska – the best place for Your investment

www.paiz.gov.pl

www.mg.gov.pl

www.paiz.gov.pl

www.umww.pl

www.clip-group.com

www.wielkopolska-region.pl

www.grodzisk.wlkp.pl

www.konin.pl

www.kig.konin.pl

www.luvena.pl

IX. INTERESTING WEB SITES 
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www.ntpp.pl

www.panattonieurope.com

www.prologis.com

www.tarnowo24.pl

www.tarnowo-podgorne.pl

www.ppnt.poznan.pl

www.pptp.pl

www.prologiseurope.com

leszno2.leszno.pl

www.vasa.pl

gostyn.pl

www.srem.pl

www.invest-park.com.pl

www.tig.turek.pl

www.wcl.pl

www.wielkopolska.eu

www.a2wielkopolska.pl

www.wielkopolska.eu

www.a2wielkopolska.pl

The Electronic Database of Investment Offers: www.eboi.umww.pl

Part VI – External financing – additional possibilities for deve-

lopment 

www.parp.gov.pl

www.mg.gov.pl

www.mrr.gov.pl 

www.uokik.gov.pl

www.pomocpubliczna.com.pl

www.funduszeeuropejskie.gov.pl

www.wrpo.wielkopolskie.pl

www.dotacje.org.pl

www.eurofunds.org

Part VII – What else is good to know? 

www.uzp.gov.pl

www.poznan.uw.gov.pl

www.msz.gov.pl

www.mf.gov.pl

www.podatki.pl

www.paiz.gov.pl

www.mg.gov.pl

Interesting web sites
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CIT Corporate Income Tax

IAC Investor Assistance Centre 

EEA European Economic Area

EUR Euro (European Union currency)

ETC European Teritorial Cooperation 

CF  Cohesion Fund

ha  hectare

IT   information technology

SMEs small and medium-sized enterprises

NBP  National Bank of Poland 

PAIiIZ Polish Information and Foreign Investment Agency 

PAED Polish Agency for Enterprise Development

PLN Polish Zloty (Polish currency)

IE OP Infrastructure and Environment Operational Program (EU funds)

HC OP Human Capital Operational Program (EU funds)

IE OP Innovative Economy Operational Program (EU funds)

TA OP Technical Assistance Operational Program (EU funds)

RDP Rural Development Program (EU funds)

PPL Public Procurement Law

RP  Republic of Poland

ROP Regional Operational Program (EU funds)

SA  a joint stock company

Sp. z o.o. a limited liability company

SEZ Special Economic Zone

OFF  Office for Foreigners

EU European Union

OPP Office of Public Procurement

ROPW Regional Operational Program of Wielkopolska (EU funds)

VAT  value added tax

zł  Polish Zloty (Polish currency)

ZUS  Social Insurance Company 

A LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 


